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and when the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations. Both these 
conditions must be met. 

Claims 2-14 depend from Claim 1 and, therefore, necessarily require all the 
particulars of the subcombination of Claim 1. Claims 2-14 are not subcombination claims 
vis-a vis Claim 1-they call for the combination of Claim 1 and the particulars of the specific 
dependent claim — by definition they are combination claims. Therefore, Claims 2-14 are 
not properly restrictable from Claim 1. 

Claims 18-30 depend from Claim 17 and, therefore, necessarily require all the 
particulars of the subcombination of Claim 17. Claims 18-30 are not subcombination claims 
vis-a vis Claim 17— they call for the combination of Claim 17 and the particulars of the 
specific dependent claim — by definition they are combination claims. Therefore, Claims 
18-30 are not properly restrictable from Claim 17. 

Claims 33-44 depend from Claim 32 and, therefore, necessarily require all the 
particulars of the subcombination of Claim 32. Claims 33-44 are not subcombination claims 
vis-a vis Claim 32; instead, they call for the combination of Claim 1 and the particulars of the 
specific dependent claim — by definition they are combination claims. Therefore, Claims 
33-44 are not properly restrictable from Claim 32. 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the Restriction 
requirement and withdrawal of at least the restrictions between: Claim 1 and its dependent 
claims, Claims 2-16: Claim 17 and its dependent claim, Claims 18-30: and Claim 32 and its 
dependent claims, Claims 33-44. 
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An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STEVEN G. HOEK 

By: Van Dyke, Gardner, Linn & Burkhart, LLP 
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